
Partner Organization Signatory Signatory Title

U.S. Senate, Senator Baldwin's Office Tammy Baldwin United States Senator

U.S. House of Representatives, Representative Pocan's Office Mark Pocan Member of Congress

100 State Andrew Conley Executive Director/Co-Founder

Badgerland Financial Paul Dietman Emerging Markets Specialist

Baum Development Corporation David Baum President and CEO

City of Madison Paul Soglin Mayor

Dane County Joe Parisi County Executive

DATCP Ben Brancel Secretary

Doyenne Group Heather Wentler Executive Director

FEED Kitchen Adam J. Haen Manager

Findorff & Son, Inc. Jeff Tubbs Vice President-Business Development

Forward Community Investments Salli Matyniak President

Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce Zach Brandon President

Greater Madison Convention & Visitors Bureau Deb Archer President & CEO

Ho-Chunk Nation Jon Greendeer President

Innovation Kitchens, LLC Rick Terrien Founder/CEO

Janesville Innovation Center Mike Mathews Operations Manager

LION / SLOW Money Wisconsin Tera Johnson President

Madison Area Technical College - Jefferson Turina Bakken Vice Provost

Madison Area Technical College - Reedsburg John Alt Academic Dean

Madison Culinary and Technology Center Matthew J. Feifarek Executive Director

MWFPA Nick C. George, Jr. President

Portage Enterprise Center Steve Sobiek Director, Business Development and Planning

Sector67 Chris Meyer Director

Southwest Opportunities Center, Inc. Audrey Gaio-Johnston Executive Director

Southwest Technical College Duane H. Ford, Ph.D. President

StartingBlock Madison Terry Sivesind President

Supply Chain Visions, Inc. Shawn Winn Manager

Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission Larry T. Ward, Jr. AICP Executive Director

United FCS Todd Kearney, CPA VP Community Access & Program Development

University of Wisconsin--Madison Rebecca Blank Chancellor

USDA, Forest Products Laboratory John F. Hunt Research Mechanical Engineer, PE

UW Center for Cooperatives Anne Reynolds Executive Director

UW Center for Dairy Research Vic Grassman, CEcD Manager - Technology Commercialization

UW Center for Freight, Infrastructure, Rail and Education Teresa Adams, Ph.D. Executive Director

UW Extension--Ag and Natural Reseource Extension David B. Williams Associate State Program Director

UW Extension--Business and Entrepreneurship Mark Lange Director

UW Food Science Department Scott Rankin Food Science Department Chair

UW Horticulture Department Irwin Goldman Prof and Chair, Department of Horticulture

UW-Madison Center for Integrated Agriculture Systems Michael M. Bell Director

Vernon Economic Development Association Susan Noble Executive Director

Water Resources Monitoring Group Dennis L. Busch CEO

Watertown Economic Development Organization Kim John Erdmann Executive Director

Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) Wyman Winston Executive Director

Whitewater Innovation Center Ronald L. (Bud) Gayhart Director

Willy Street Cooperative Anya Friszt General Manager

Wisconsin Business Development Dan M. Schneider President & CEO

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association John T. Umhoefer Executive Director

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Brad Basten Economic Development Officer

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) Reed E. Hall Secretary/CEO

Wisconsin Food Hub Cooperative Sarah Lloyd Secretary, Board of Directors

Wisconsin Grape Growers Association Steve Johnson Owner, Parallel 44 Winery

Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership P. Buckley Brinkman Executive Director/CEO

Wisconsin Vintners Association George Scovronski Immediate Past President

Wisconsin Winery Association Joe Callow President

Wisconsin Women's Business Innovation Corporation Wendy Bauman President/CVO

MadREP 2015 IMCP Application: Letters of Support







100state 
30 W Mifflin St, Suite 600 

Madison, WI 53703 

Monday March 23, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of US Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker, 
 

I am happy to endorse Madison Region Economic Partnership’s (MadREP) application 
submitted for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) program. 
MadREP has the ability to organize all necessary parties for a strong and lasting partnership 
for agricultural manufacturing. 

Wisconsin has a strong foundation in agricultural manufacturing, ranking in the top 10 
producing states. Our region is supported by: the world-class University of Wisconsin with 
highly-ranked science and agricultural programs, a robust dairy processing workforce, a 
strong farm-to-table culture, an expansive local restaurant scene unparalleled in most US 
cities, large transportation and capital equipment companies, and a large commercial food 
processing industry. 

In recent years, the region has organized growth in training and innovation with 
several new initiatives. We are home to a number of kitchen incubators, including FEED and 
WINK. We just approved renovations of the Garver Feed Mill to be a platform for established 
local food production companies. The StartingBlock Madison project will unite a makerspace, 
entrepreneurial environment, and food innovators. The city also approved plans for a Madison 
Public Market that will serve as a marketplace and platform for vendors, production, events, 
and education. All of this adds to the strength’s of Wisconsin’s industry and is being planned 
with all relevant stakeholders at the table. 

I want to thank you for reading this and for your consideration of MadREP’s 
application. Their team has the ability and community support to lead strong partnerships for 
our plan for economic development. 
 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 
 
Andrew Conley 
Executive Director / Co-founder 
100state 





 

   
Baum Development ,  LLC · 1030 W. Chicago Avenue · Sui te  300 ·  Chicago,  IL  ·  60642 

 
March 30, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker: 
 
I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities 
Partnership (IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership 
(MadREP). 
 
I strongly believe the Baum Development’s goals for the Garver Feed Mill and MadREP’s 
broader regional vision for a more integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and 
beverage manufacturing system are well-aligned with the IMCP program. South central and 
south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy assets including abundant and 
diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food and beverage manufacturing businesses, 
beloved farmers markets, and regional food-oriented retail and restaurant businesses. We are 
a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the food on our plates, the 
strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 
 
The restoration of this abandoned historic building into a shared food processing hub will 
facilitate new jobs in the region and support the continued expansion of tenant businesses by 
improving operational efficiencies and creating new retail, wholesale and export 
opportunities. The scope and operation of the project will also create an estimated $3.5M in 
local tax revenue for the City over the first 10 years of operation. Because portions of the 
Garver Feed Mill will be open to the public, this creates a unique agri-tourism destination, 
generating significant tourism revenue for the region and compliments other culinary 
showpieces of the region such as the proposed Public Market and Madison’s world-famous 
farmers market.   
 
Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on 
our existing and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting the Garver Feed Mill 
and integrating it with the myriad other innovative food projects going on around southern 
Wisconsin.  Should the region receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to 
apply for federal assistance as well as bring the $12,974,789 matching funds through a 
combination of debt, equity, historic tax credits, new market tax credits and local grants 
available for the Garver Feed Mill restoration.  
 
Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as 
an economic driver. I strongly hope you will support this application. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David L. Baum 
Baum Development, LLC 
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The Honorable PennY Pritzker

Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C.20230
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Dear Secretary Pritzker:

I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership {IMCP) application

submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP)'

I strongly believe the Doyenne Group's goals for Doyenne Seed Fund and MadREP's broader regional vision for a more

integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and beverage manufacturing system are well-aligned with the IMCP

program. South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy assets including abundant and diverse

agriiulture, numerous large and small food and beverage manufacturing businesses, beloved farmers markets, and regional

food-oriented retail and restaurant businesses. We are a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the

food on our plates, the strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community.

The Doyenne seed Fund is a granting and initial equity investment Evergreen Fund for womenled ventures based in wisconsin.

Through the Doyenne Seed Fund we will be able to fund up to 40 businesses with 55,000 seed grants and be able to invest

S2O,OOO-S5O,OOO equity investments to help ventures launch, expand or put themselves in a better situation for additional

investments opportunities via banks, other funding programs, accelerators, as well as angel and venture capital investors. The

businesses that we will grant funds to will mostly be located within the MapREP area and all ventures will submit a proposal

showing how they will grow from a local, regional, to national level. That is the vision for Doyenne Seed Fund and the IMCP

designation will be a valuable tool to amplify the collective efforts of the region and achieve success.

Earning the lMcp designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing and planned food

economy assets. This includes supporting the Doyenne seed Fund and integrating it with the myriad other innovative food

projects going on around southern wisconsin. should the region receive lMcP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply

for federal assistance as well as secure matching funds for the Doyenne Seed Fund'

working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an economic driver. I strongly hope

you will support this application'

Sincerely, /r)

Heather Wentler

Executive Director-Doyenne Group, lnc.



                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam J. Haen  

Manager,  

FEED Kitchens 

1219 N. Sherman Ave 

Madison, WI 53704 

March 5, 2015 

The Honorable Penny Pritzker 

Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 

I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) application submitted by 

the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP). 

I strongly believe the FEED Kitchen’s goals for Farmer and Producer Outreach and Expansion Program and MadREP’s broader 

regional vision for a more integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and beverage manufacturing system are well-aligned 

with the IMCP program. South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy assets including abundant and 

diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food and beverage manufacturing businesses, beloved farmers markets, and regional 

food-oriented retail and restaurant businesses. We are a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the food on 

our plates, the strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 

The Farmer and Producer Outreach and Expansion Project will existing and emerging growers, manufacturers and producers in the 

region by educating them to the existence and use of the FEED Kitchens, as well as ensuring that there is proper equipment and staff 

available to assist them in creating value-added products to expand the knowledge and recognition of the area to the redisents living 

there-in and those in the surrounding areas and beyond. That is the vision for FEED Kitchens and the IMCP designation will be a 

valuable tool to amplify the collective efforts of the region and achieve success. 

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing and planned food economy 

assets. This includes supporting the FEED Kitchens and integrating it with the myriad other innovative food projects going on around 

southern Wisconsin.  Should the region receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply for federal assistance as well 

as bring up to twenty-thousand dollars in matching funds for the FEED Kitchens. 

Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an economic driver. I strongly hope you 

will support this application. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Adam J. Haen 

Manager, FEED Kitchens 

www.NorthsideMadison.org / www.feedkitchens.org 

2014 NPC Board of Directors 

Sue Gleason, Chair     Nikki Sanders, Vice Chair     John Boles, Treasurer 

Felicia Butler   Travis Currier    Jim Krueger   Steve Reese   Marti Ryan   Nancy Stillwell   Tiffany Werner 





 

 

 
March 12, 2015 

 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 

I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities 
Partnership (IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP). 

As president of Forward Community Investments (FCI) – a community development financial 
institution (CDFI) providing lending and advising to mission‐based organizations across Wisconsin – 
I am pleased to commit our time and resources to MadREP’s broader regional vision for a more 
integrated and economically robust food manufacturing system that is well‐aligned with the IMCP 
program. In so doing, FCI’s Sustainable Agriculture and Food Justice Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 
complements MadREP’s IMCP.  Through FCI’s RLF, mission‐based food‐related organizations, farms 
and farmers and cooperative enterprises participating in sustainable agriculture value chains and 
delivering environmental and social benefit to low‐to‐moderate income communities in Wisconsin 
are provided with low‐cost financing and technical assistance. 

South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy assets including 
abundant and diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food manufacturing businesses, 
beloved farmers markets, and regional food‐oriented retail and restaurant businesses. We are a 
community that values and takes pride in the connection between the food on our plates, the 
strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 

RLF’s financing not only offers a benefit of creating direct employment but its indirect employment 
outcomes are equally impressive. For example, we recently financed the Food Enterprise & 
Economic Development (FEED) Kitchen (Madison, WI), a food incubator that includes five 
commercial kitchens, with specialized equipment for baking, produce preparation and processing, 
deli prep and meat processing. The facility is available for rent by the hour so that food businesses 
and individuals seeking to sell food to the public can have a legal place to prepare their food. Also 
available is a training kitchen available for nonprofit groups and cooking teachers to use to teach 

food service and preparation skills so that people can get work in the food service industry, and can 
learn how to cook and process food for their own consumption.  This project not only provided jobs 
to employees of FEED but the new businesses it is supporting in the next five years is where the 
real employment impact will be felt. 

 



 
   

 

 
This is just one example why a collaboration between FCI’s RLF and the IMCP designation will be a 
valuable tool to amplify the collective efforts of the region and achieve success. 

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our 
existing and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting FCI’s RLF and integrating it 
with the myriad other innovative food projects going on around southern Wisconsin.  Should the 
region receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply for federal assistance as well 
as secure matching funds for FCI’s Sustainable Agriculture and Food Justice Revolving Loan Fund.  

Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an 
economic driver. I strongly hope you will support this application. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Salli Martyniak 
President, Forward Community Investments 
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The	
  Honorable	
  Penny	
  Pritzker	
  

Secretary	
  of	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Commerce	
  
1401	
  Constitution	
  Avenue,	
  NW	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20230	
  

	
  

Dear	
  Secretary	
  Pritzker:	
  

I	
  am	
  pleased	
  to	
  lend	
  my	
  strong	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Investing	
  in	
  Manufacturing	
  Communities	
  Partnership	
  
(IMCP)	
  application	
  submitted	
  by	
  the	
  Madison	
  Region	
  Economic	
  Partnership	
  (MadREP).	
  

I	
  strongly	
  believe	
  the	
  Wisconsin	
  Innovation	
  Kitchen’s	
  goals	
  for	
  their	
  WINK	
  expansion	
  	
  and	
  MadREP’s	
  
broader	
  regional	
  vision	
  for	
  a	
  more	
  integrated	
  and	
  economically	
  robust	
  agriculture,	
  food	
  and	
  beverage	
  

manufacturing	
  system	
  are	
  well-­‐aligned	
  with	
  the	
  IMCP	
  program.	
  South	
  central	
  and	
  south	
  west	
  Wisconsin	
  
enjoy	
  a	
  unique	
  blend	
  of	
  food	
  economy	
  assets	
  including	
  abundant	
  and	
  diverse	
  agriculture,	
  numerous	
  
large	
  and	
  small	
  food	
  and	
  beverage	
  manufacturing	
  businesses,	
  beloved	
  farmers	
  markets,	
  and	
  regional	
  

food-­‐oriented	
  retail	
  and	
  restaurant	
  businesses.	
  We	
  are	
  a	
  community	
  that	
  values	
  and	
  takes	
  pride	
  in	
  the	
  
connection	
  between	
  the	
  food	
  on	
  our	
  plates,	
  the	
  strength	
  of	
  our	
  food	
  manufacturing	
  economy,	
  and	
  the	
  
health	
  of	
  our	
  community.	
  

The	
  (WINK	
  expansion	
  project	
  will	
  (generate	
  $244	
  million	
  in	
  new	
  gross	
  revenues	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  5	
  years,	
  

generating	
  over	
  40	
  full	
  time	
  jobs	
  and	
  30-­‐50	
  part	
  time	
  jobs,	
  both	
  on	
  local	
  farms	
  and	
  for	
  persons	
  with	
  
disabilities	
  at	
  WINK.	
  	
  That	
  is	
  the	
  vision	
  for	
  the	
  WINK	
  Expansion	
  and	
  the	
  IMCP	
  designation	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  
valuable	
  tool	
  to	
  amplify	
  the	
  collective	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  region	
  and	
  achieve	
  success.	
  

Earning	
  the	
  IMCP	
  designation	
  will	
  help	
  our	
  region	
  better	
  integrate,	
  coordinate,	
  and	
  build	
  on	
  our	
  existing	
  
and	
  planned	
  food	
  economy	
  assets.	
  This	
  includes	
  supporting	
  the	
  WINK	
  expansion	
  project	
  and	
  integrating	
  
it	
  with	
  the	
  myriad	
  other	
  innovative	
  food	
  projects	
  going	
  on	
  around	
  southern	
  Wisconsin.	
  	
  Should	
  the	
  

region	
  receive	
  IMCP	
  designation,	
  we	
  will	
  work	
  with	
  MadREP	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  federal	
  assistance	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
secure	
  $4.125	
  million	
  matching	
  funds	
  for	
  the	
  WINK	
  expansion	
  project.	
  	
  

Working	
  together,	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  our	
  region	
  a	
  national	
  model	
  for	
  leveraging	
  food	
  systems	
  as	
  an	
  economic	
  
driver.	
  I	
  strongly	
  hope	
  you	
  will	
  support	
  this	
  application.	
  

	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  

Rick Terrien 
Rick	
  Terrien	
  
Founder/CEO	
  	
  	
  
Innovation	
  Kitchens	
  
	
  



 
 

  
March 27, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker: 
 
We are writing in support of the Madison Region Economic Partnership’s (MadREP) application for the 
Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) program.  
 
We firmly believe the Janesville Innovation Center’s goals, programs and investment of public and 
private resources are consistent with and supported by MadREP’s regional focus, vision and efforts.  
 
The Janesville Innovation Center is focused on supporting the creation and growth of manufacturing, 
information technology and professional, scientific and technical firms in South Central Wisconsin. We 
know from our experience with our program applicants and Innovation Center tenant companies, that 
there is interest in a more integrated and growth focused agriculture, food and beverage manufacturing 
system in South Central Wisconsin.  
 
Our regional market dynamics and opportunities are well-aligned with the IMCP program. There is a 
unique blend of food economy assets including a diverse and productive agricultural sector, many food 
and beverage manufacturing businesses, local farmers markets, and a regional supply chain that feeds 
into growing specialty retailers and restaurants.  
 
The proposed Regional Video Conferencing will provide a valuable resource to Innovation Center 
tenants and other regional start-up and early stage companies throughout Rock County. The Innovation 
Center continues to develop additional programs and assets that can benefit tenants, and the IMCP 
designation would be a valuable tool to support the regions efforts and accelerate success. 
 
We value and support the IMCP designation. We believe it will provide recognition, additional focus and 
financial resources that will allow the region to better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing 
and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting the Janesville Innovation Center and our 
programs and assets with other innovative regional food projects across southern Wisconsin.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mike Mathews 
Operations Manager 
 

 

 Janesville Innovation Center  2949 Venture Drive  Janesville, WI  53546 

City of Janesville Economic Development  P.O. Box 5005  Janesville, WI  53547-5005  608-755-3059 

www.janesvilleinnovation.com 

http://www.janesvilleinnovation.com/




 

 

 March 4, 2015 

 

The Honorable Penny Pritzker 

Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 

We are pleased to lend Madison College’s strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing 

Communities Partnership (IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership 

(MadREP). 

We strongly believe Madison College’s goals for Jefferson Food Production Training program and 

MadREP’s broader regional vision for a more integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and 

beverage manufacturing system are well-aligned with the IMCP program.   This program is housed at our 

robust regional campuses in Fort Atkinson and Watertown, Wisconsin which are uniquely positioned to 

serve the market needs in the area.  South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of 

food economy assets including abundant and diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food and 

beverage manufacturing businesses, beloved farmers markets, and regional food-oriented retail and 

restaurant businesses. We are a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the 

food on our plates, the strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 

The Jefferson Food Production Training program was developed to offer accelerated training to entry 

and mid-level workers who are employed within the food processing manufacturing environment.  It is 

critical for the food processing segment of the manufacturing industry to establish training solutions 

that can be effective in the shortest time period while ensuring deep and lasting skill building and 

competency development.  Since 47% of the industry’s workforce is 47-64 years of age, accelerating 

time to work is a main outcome of the program to benefit the economy.  That is the vision for Jefferson 

Food Production Training program and the IMCP designation will be a valuable tool to amplify the 

collective efforts of the region and achieve success. 

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing 

and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting the Jefferson Food Production Training 



program and integrating it with the myriad other innovative food projects going on around southern 

Wisconsin.  Should the region receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply for federal 

assistance as well as secure matching funds for the Jefferson Food Production Training program.  

Madison College commits to identify key resources-including administrative leadership, faculty experts, 

curriculum and facilities-to ensure this partnership is robust as possible in service to the local market 

needs. 

Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an economic 

driver.  On behalf of Madison College, we strongly hope you will support this application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Turina R. Bakken, Ph.D., Vice Provost, Madison College 

 

Jennifer Bakke, Dean, Eastern Region 







March 24th, 2015

 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230

 
Dear Secretary Pritzker:

I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership 
(IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP).

I strongly believe the our goals at the Madison Culinary Center and MadREP’s broader regional vision for 
a more integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and beverage manufacturing system are well-
aligned with the IMCP program. South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food 
economy assets including abundant and diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food and beverage 
manufacturing businesses, beloved farmers markets, and regional food-oriented retail and restaurant 
businesses. We are a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the food on our 
plates, the strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community.

The Madison Culinary Center will create jobs, address economic disparity, foster a more robust, inter-
connected and mutually-supporting community, and operate as a food-entrepreneur hub/incubator and 
resource in and around Madison. To be a part of the IMCP designation will be a valuable tool to allow us 
to contribute to and amplify the collective efforts of the region and achieve success.

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing 
and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting the Madison Culinary Center and integrating 
it with the myriad other innovative food projects going on around southern Wisconsin.  Should the region 
receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply for federal assistance as well as bring the 
$1.7M matching funds for the construction and equipping of the Madison Culinary Center.

Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an economic 
driver. I strongly hope you will support this application.

 
Sincerely,

Matthew J. Feifarek 
Executive Director, 
Madison Culinary Center



 

                      Nick George 
                      Midwest Food Processors Association 

                      4600 American Parkway, #210 
                      Madison, WI 53718 

                      608-255-9946 
                      608-219-0790 cell 

                      nick.george@mwfpa.org 
 

March 16, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
Re: “Geographic mapping of the AFB supply chain using SourceMap” 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker: 
 
With this letter the Midwest Food Processors Association (MWFPA) strongly supports the Investing in 
Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic 
Partnership (MadREP) on “Geographic Mapping of the AFB Supply Chain Using SourceMap”. 
 
The Midwest Food processors Association (MWFPA) represents the vast majority of the fruit and 
vegetable processing industry in Illinois, Minnesota and Wisconsin as well as a significant portion of 
general food processors.  Food processors produce and process over $30 billion worth of product in the 
three-state region. 
 
We believe the MadRep’s goals for this project and MadREP’s broader regional vision for a more 
integrated and economically robust food manufacturing system, are well-aligned with the IMCP 
program.   In particular the focus on Ag related workforce and training programs and supply chain and 
transportation logistics are of importance to all food processors.  
 
South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy assets including 
abundant and diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food manufacturing businesses, farmers 
markets, and regional food-oriented retail and restaurant businesses.  We are a community that values 
and takes pride in the connection between the food on our plates, the strength of our food 
manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 
 
Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on the existing 
food economy assets.  Should the region receive IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply 
for federal assistance as well as secure matching funds for the project. 
 
We urge you to support this project and are available to assist at any time. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nickolas C. George Jr. 
President 
 

mailto:nick.george@mwfpa.org






SECTOR67 INC 

2100 Winnebago St 

Madison, WI  53704 

Phone: (608) 241-4605 | team@sector67.org 

March 26, 2015 

The Honorable Penny Pritzker 

Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 

I am pleased to lend my strong support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) 

application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP). 

I strongly believe Sector67’s goals for a mobile Fab Lab and MadREP’s broader regional vision for a more 

integrated and economically robust agriculture, food and beverage manufacturing system are well-aligned 

with the IMCP program. South central and south west Wisconsin enjoy a unique blend of food economy 

assets including abundant and diverse agriculture, numerous large and small food and beverage 

manufacturing businesses, beloved farmers markets, and regional food-oriented retail and restaurant 

businesses. We are a community that values and takes pride in the connection between the food on our 

plates, the strength of our food manufacturing economy, and the health of our community. 

The Mobile Fab Lab Project outline in the IMCP proposal is designed to educate and bring tools to all 

students and residents throughout the region that have farm implement, dairy equipment, farm 

implement and related technology innovation needs.    The fab lab will bring state of the art technology 

to the entire region and lead to new technologies, new start-ups, and new jobs.  That is the vision for a 

mobile Fab Lab and the IMCP designation will be a valuable tool to amplify the collective efforts of the 

region and achieve success. 

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate, coordinate, and build on our existing 

and planned food economy assets. This includes supporting the mobile Fab Lab and integrating it with the 

myriad other innovative food projects going on around southern Wisconsin.  Should the region receive 

IMCP designation, we will work with MadREP to apply for federal assistance as well as bring $40,000 in 

local matching funds and in kind efforts for a mobile Fab Lab. 

Working together, we can make our region a national model for leveraging food systems as an economic 

driver. I strongly hope you will support this application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Meyer 

Director 

Sector67 













_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Supply Chain Visions Family of Set-Aside Eligible Companies 

63 Perkins St. | Stoneham MA 02180 | 781.254.5351| www.supplychainvisions.com 

 

12 March 2015 

 

 

 

The Honorable Penny Pritzker 

Secretary of U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 

 

We are pround to give our support for the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership 

(IMCP) application submitted by the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP). 

 

We have participated in developing and fully believe if MadREP’s broader regional vision for a 

more integrated and economically robust agro industrial system are well-aligned with the IMCP 

program. South central and south west Wisconsin serve as one of the top producers of agro 

industrial inputs and are home to a thriving ecosystem of manufacturing partners within and 

supporting the agro industrial supply chain.  We are proud to stand with a community that 

values and takes pride in world-class food product manufacturing. 

 

Our organization supports regions around the world in their efforts to strengthen their regional 

value systems and produce manufacturing jobs.  This expertise led us to the MadREP team and 

has helped to document the strength and future potential of the South central and west 

Wisconsin.  The IMCP designation will be a valuable tool to amplify our collective efforts of the 

region and achieve success. 

 

Earning the IMCP designation will help our region better integrate and advertise our region in 

attracting additional manufacturers and promote on-shoring.  Using our supply chain mapping 

methodology and the collective expertise and resources of the region, we will serve as a flagship 

example of IMCP’s success for years to come.   

 

Working together, we are making our region a national model for advancing agro industry as an 

economic driver.  We strongly hope you too will support this application.  If you have any 

questions regarding the information presented here, please contact me at (781) 254-5351, or by 

email at steve@scvisions.com. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Steve Geary, President 

Supply Chain Visions, Inc. 

steve@supplychainvisions.com 

 

 

http://www.supplychainvisions.com/
mailto:steve@scvisions.com
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